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SUB SCHEDULING OF JOINT COMMITTEE MEETINGS 

REF: STATE 064356. MOSCOW 4147, MOSCOW 2226 

1 . IN CONNECTION WITH AYKAZYAN'S APPROACH ON SCHEDULING 
JOINT COMMITTEE MEETINGS, EMBASSY IS REQUESTED TO MAKE THE 
FOLLOWING POINTS TO HIM, AND TO OTHER SOVIET OFFICIALS, AS 
APPROPRIATE. 

A. WE APPRECIATE AND AGREE WITH SOVIET DESIRE TO ARRANGE 
ORDERLY SCHEDULING OF JOINT COMMITTEE MEETINGS. WE UNDER- 
STAND THAT SOVIET OFFICIALS INVOLVED IN THESE MEETINGS HAVE 
VERY BUSY SCHEDULES AND MUST BE ABLE TO PLAN AHEAD. US 
OFFICIALS HAVE THE SAME CONCERN. 
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B. UNDER THE HOUSING/OTHER CONSTRUCTION AGREEMENT, INITIAL 
WORKING GROUP MEETINGS HAVE STILL TO MEET AND MAKE RECOM- 
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MENDATIONS FOR COOPERATIVE PROJECTS. MRS. HILLS, HUD 
SECRETARY AND US CO-CHAIRPERSON FOR THIS AGREEMENT, IS 
WRITING TO MR. NOVIKOV, URGING THAT THIS WORK BE COMPLETED 
FIRST, AFTER WHICH DATES FOR A JOINT COMMITTEE MEETING 
COULD BE DISCUSSED. THERE ARE ALSO A NUMBER OF WORKING- 
LEVEL ISSUES STILL TO BE RESOLVED IN CONNECTION WITH THE 
ENERGY AGREEMENT. WE WILL BE TAKING UP THESE AND OTHER 
RELATED MATTERS WITH APPROPRIATE OFFICIALS AT THE MINISTRY 
OF POWER AND ELECTRIFICATION. 

C. WE REMAIN COMMITTED TO COOPERATION UNDER THESE AGREE- 
MENTS. HOWEVER, WE DO NOT BELIEVE IT WOULD BE APPROPRIATE 
TO DISCUSS NOW THE SCHEDULING OF JOINT COMMITTEE MEETINGS. 
SUCH DISCUSSION COULD TAKE PLACE PERHAPS LATER THIS SPRING. 

2. IN THE EVENT THE SOVIETS QUESTION WHETHER US UNWILLING- 
NESS AT THIS STAGE TO SET DATES FOR JOINT COMMITTEE MEET- 
INGS IS RELATED TO FACTORS OTHER THAN DESIRE FOR MORE 
PREPARATORY WORK, EMBASSY SHOULD MAKE CLEAR WE BELIEVE 
AGREEMENTS ARE AN IMPORTANT PART OF MUTUAL EFFORT TO 
STABILIZE AND IMPROVE RELATIONS AND MUST BE VIEWED IN THAT 
CONTEXT. WE FULLY INTEND TO PROCEED WITH SCHEDULED AND 
PLANNED WORKING-LEVEL ACTIVITIES AND WE ASSUME SOVIETS 
ALSO INTEND TO PROCEED WITH THESE ACTIVITIES. CABINET- 
LEVEL MEETINGS DEPEND ON PREPARATORY WORK, THE SCHEDULES 
OF THE PRINCIPALS INVOLVED, AND BOTH SIDES' ASSESSMENT OF 
THE OVERALL STATE OF OUR RELATIONS AT THE TIME. 

3. IN EVENT EMBASSY RECEIVES PRESS QUERIES ON STATUS OF 
POSTPONEMENTS AND SOVIET RESPONSE TO OUR DECISIONS, 
EMBASSY SHOULD REFER QUESTIONS TO DEPARTMENT. KISSINGER 
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